SVCWC
WRITING GUIDE | Using sources effectively:

To quote, or not to quote?

Many students first learn to write from research by using quotations from sources to support their
own ideas in a paper. This model for early learning follows a sensible process:

e examine a topic
< find out what an expert has to say about it
e (uote that person as authoritative support in a piece of writing.

However, college-level writers are expected to work with source support as professionals and
scholars do:

e use source support more often, and
e quote little; paraphrase instead.

Paraphrasing—presenting ideas from a source in the writer’s own words and syntax—is important!

» It helps to keep the paper in a consistent voice.
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e quoting too long
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