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Introductions & Conclusions in academic essays

This information will help you understand what's expected in introductions and conclusions in
college-level writing: what effective intros & conclusions SHOULD do AND what they really

should NOT do.

An introduction to introductions

An effective introduction is the reader's entry into the discussion of the essay. In most essays, the
introduction leads up to and includes the thesis.
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An effective introduction is the reader's entry into the discussion of the
essay.k

In most essays, the introduction leads up to and includes the thesis.

When writing an introduction, consider: what does the reader need to know
in order to make sense of the focus and be prepared to read about it?

A good introductiont

raises the focused topic of the essay

1,2%-,)"#0 - orients the reader to the subject matter, and
)33)/$4)k - provides context for the argument or explanation in the essay.
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 Most materials about introductions tell you to "start by grabbing your
reader by the throat" with a hook, and then give you a bunch of strategies
or patterns to borrow from. This is not very good advice for college
EE essays. b
B #(% 7 | e The first sentence of an introduction does NOT have to “grab the reader’s
TR N attenti(_)n.” That_’s prgtty o_Iaunting!. The job of the first sentence, and the
76,39%- ,O,% whole introduction, is to introduce the reader to the essay's focus.!

The introduction should NOT rely on a random *'strategy"* like using a
pithy quote or asking a question. Instead, the first sentence should raise
the topic and get right down to helping the reader know the context of the
essay's focus.k
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Some conclusions about conclusions

A conclusion "wraps up" or brings the discussion in an essay to a satisfying end—whatever that
means! Conclusions are tricky—read the advice below for help.
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